The processes undertaken to ensure that a sale did not eventuate are described. Continued public ownership of the site was ultimately guaranteed when the site was nominated as the Bacchus Marsh Council Trench Crown Land Reserve and a committee of management approved.
The paper concludes by discussing initiatives that the committee of management has undertaken to conserve the reserve for the future.
THE COUNCIL TRENCH HISTORICAL RECORD
A notice in the Victorian Government Gazette of 1873 temporarily reserved a "six acres two roods twenty-two perches" (2.1 ha) allotment of land north of Bacchus Marsh township in central Victoria, on the southern slopes of Bald Hill, as a "site whence stone may be procured" (Victorian Government Gazette 1873).
Quarrying records are unobtainable, but the allotment's period of use as a stone quarry was probably brief, because its sandstone was not of high quality. The disused quarry site is known today as the Council Trench. Chapman (1927) referred to the site as "a trench in the Council Paddock." Jacobson & Scott
